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The Opening Weekend of Tanz im August 
The 31st edition of the international festival Tanz im August will be inaugurated on Friday evening, 9 
August, with an address by Permanent Secretary for Culture, Dr. Torsten Wöhlert, and two world 
premieres by choreography legend Deborah Hay at HAU Hebbel am Ufer (HAU1). Until the 31st of 
August, 31 productions will be presented in around 70 performances at 11 venues throughout Berlin 
by more than 160 artists from 15 countries. A total of 7 world premieres and 18 German premieres 
will be shown at HAU Hebbel am Ufer and other venues, among them numerous new works by 
international and local choreographers from different generations. Festival highlights include the big 
retrospective RE-Perspective Deborah Hay: Works from 1968 to the Present, three evenings at 
Volksbühne Berlin celebrating the 100th anniversary of the birth of American choreographer Merce 
Cunningham with CCN – Ballet de Lorraine and the Berlin DANCE ON ENSEMBLE, as well as world 
premieres by Eszter Salamon at St. Elisabeth-Kirche and Jérôme Bel at Deutsches Theater Berlin. 
 
Artistic Director of Tanz im August, Virve Sutinen, speaks today with Annemie Vanackere, Artistic and 
Managing Director of HAU Hebbel am Ufer, as well as artists and partners in the Bibliothek im August 
at HAU2 about the ongoing preparations. For the festival opening on Friday evening, the world pre-
mieres of Deborah Hay’s Animals on the Beach and my choreographed body … revisited, which will be 
performed by Deborah Hay herself, will be shown at HAU1. In the afternoon of the 9th, from 3–4 p.m., 
the video installation Perception Unfolds: Looking at Deborah Hay’s Dance (2014) and an experimental 
documentation center about Hay’s work, designed by Laurent Pichaud, will be shown for the first time 
at Akademie der Künste (Pariser Platz) (public exhibition opening on 8.8. at 6 p.m.). The comprehensi-
ve publication RE-Perspective Deborah Hay, published by Hatje Cantz, will be available at most festival 
venues from this Friday. 
 
The opening weekend will also feature German premieres by choreographers Catherine Gaudet from 
Canada and Nicola Gunn from Australia at HAU Hebbel am Ufer as well as the world premiere of MO-
NUMENT 0.7: M/OTHERS by Eszter Salamon at St. Elisabeth-Kirche. On Friday, 9 August from 10 a.m.–
6 p.m., two special performances await festival visitors at KINDL – Centre for Contemporary Art: the 
Haptic Installation by Japanese choreographer and multidisciplinary artist Hiroaki Umeda, who 
projects video images onto visitors’ closed eyelids, and an 8-hour durational performance with six 
dancers and coloured tapes by Par B.L.eux / Benoît Lachambre & Sophie Corriveau from Canada. 
 
 



 

	  

	  

Extra performance 
After quickly selling out of all four performances of Catalan choreographer Albert Quesada’s guest 
performance of OneTwoThreeOneTwo at HAU3, a further performance has been added for Thursday, 22 
August at 7 p.m. 
 
Audio Description & Haptic Access Tour 
In 2019, audio descriptions and Haptic Access Tours are on offer for three productions (17.8., Jérôme 
Bel: Isadora Duncan, Deutsches Theater Berlin; 30.8., La Ribot with Dançando com a Diferença: Happy 
Island, HAU2 and on 31.8., deufert&plischke: Liebestod,  SOPHIENSÆLE). The audio descriptions will 
be in German and will describe the performance live. Headphones are available in the foyer of each 
venue. The Haptic Access Tour is tactile tour which begins an hour before each performance. By explo-
ring the dimensions, floor and elements of the performance space through the sense of touch, a holis-
tic perception of the following audio description is enabled. Further information and booking: 
www.tanzimaugust.de/en/audiodescription 
 
Audience formats 
The opening of the festival’s numerous and freely accessible audience formats will take place on Sa-
turday afternoon, 10 August at 5 p.m., with the On the Sofa talk Experimental Dance Criticism at the 
Bibliothek im August at HAU2. Hosted by Astrid Kaminski, Bojana Janković (Critical Interruptions), 
Anette Therese Pettersen and Beatrix Joyce will speak about experimental forms of dance criticism. 
Nicola Gunn and Catherine Gaudet will be the first festival artists to hold the popular Meet the Artist 
talks following their performances on Saturday and Sunday. The Bibliothek im August will be open 
throughout the festival from Thursday to Sunday from 4–9 p.m. and houses publications chosen by the 
festival artists from 2016–2019, in cooperation with bookstore Einar & Bert. 
 
Magazin im August 
The Magazin im August, which will be available free of charge for visitors at all venues, will be ex-
tended with an online magazine with texts by tanzschreiber authors Alexandra Hennig, Beatrix Joyce 
and David Pallant, in cooperation with Tanzbüro Berlin. Interviews and further articles on the festival 
are available at www.tanzschreiber.de und www.tanzimaugust.de/magazin. 
 
Tickets for most performances are available online and at the evening box offices. You can find the 
complete programme of Tanz im August 2019 online at: www.tanzimaugust.de 
 
Venues 2019 
Akademie der Künste (Pariser Platz, Hanseatenweg), Deutsches Theater Berlin, HAU Hebbel am Ufer 
(HAU1, HAU2, HAU3), KINDL – Zentrum für zeitgenössische Kunst, radialsystem, SOPHIENSÆLE, 
St. Elisabeth-Kirche, Volksbühne Berlin.  
The Bibliothek im August will be housed for the fourth year running at HAU2. 
 
Tickets 
Tickets und further information are available at www.tanzimaugust.de or at the HAU Hebbel am Ufer 
box office: HAU2, Hallesches Ufer 32, 10963 Berlin, Tel. +49 (0)30.259004 -27 
 
Tip for journalists: On three festival Fridays the series Toast ’n’ Talk, which is specifically aimed at 
professionals and journalists, will once again take place at the Bibliothek im August. Toast ’n’ Talk 
offers a platform for interchange in a casual atmosphere where coffee and fresh toast is served 
alongside short moderated conversations with festival artists. 
 
For press accreditation please use the form in the online press section of our website. Images for 
all productions are available to download at www.tanzimaugust.de. 
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